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COVID-19’s Impact on the Affordable
Housing Crisis 

COVID-19 has magnified and accelerated the
affordable housing crisis 
• September 2020: 60 million Americans filed for 

unemployment insurance 
• Over 20 million renters live in households that have 

suffered coronavirus-related income loss 
• Without federal action, 30-40 million people will be at-

risk of losing their homes by the end of the year 
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Households of Color 
Disproportionately Impacted 

Black, Latino, and Native households more likely
to face COVID-related financial strain 

Black Households Latino Households Native Households 
44% report an adult 
household member has lost 
their job, experienced 
reduced wages/hours 

63% report an adult 
household member has lost 
their job, experienced 
reduced wages/hours 

46% report an adult 
household member has lost 
their job, experienced 
reduced wages/hours 

60% report serious 72% report serious financial 55% report serious financial 
financial problems problems problems 

28% report difficulty paying 32% report difficulty paying 25% repot difficulty paying 
mortgage/rent mortgage/rent mortgage/rent 



    

   
       

      
   

      
 

 
      

    

Policy Solutions: Responding to
COVID-19 

CDC’s Eviction Moratorium 
• September 1, 2020: CDC issues a national moratorium 

on evictions for non-payment of rent, effective 
September 4 – December 31, 2020 
• To be protected, renters must meet certain 

qualifications and provide a signed declaration to the 
landlords 

While essential, the moratorium postpones evictions – 
it does not prevent them 



    

     

    
 

     
        

Policy Solutions: Responding to
COVID-19 

More assistance is urgently needed 
• $100 billion in Emergency Rental Assistance 
• $11.5 billion to respond to and prevent outbreaks 

among people experiencing homelessness 
• $13 billion in additional funding for HUD and USDA 

housing programs, including 100,000 new emergency 
vouchers for people at risk of or experiencing 
homelessness  



    

       
      

 

Policy Solutions: Responding to
COVID-19 

To maximize impact, resources must be targeted
to communities most impacted by the

coronavirus 

housingequityframework.org 

https://housingequityframework.org/


    
 

      
       

        
      
      
    

Policy Solutions: Affordable Housing
Crisis 

Additional resources are needed for long-term
solutions to the affordable housing crisis 
• Bridge the gap between income and housing costs 
• Expand and preserve affordable housing stock 
• Prevent housing instability with eviction prevention 
• Expand fair housing protections 
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