
Presenter 

Surili Sutaria Patel, MS  
Senior Program Manager, Environmental Health  
Center for Public Health Policy  
American Public Health Association 
NEHPC Steering Committee Member 



June 8, 2017 

Surili Sutaria Patel  

#APHAWebinar 

Investing in a Robust Environmental 
Health System: A Playbook 



 Investing in essential governmental 

environmental health services through 

dedicated resources will create an effective 

environmental health system that proactively 

protects communities and helps everyone 

attain good health.  
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Healthy Communities: A Vision  
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Social injustices 

Disconnected 
system 

Low/no 
funding 

Depleting 
workforce 

Outdated 
policies and 
regulations 
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The Challenge 
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 Environmental health services are not 

a luxury, they are essential to providing 

the public basic needs. 
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The Hope 
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Environmental Health 
Saves Money, 

Saves Lives 



National Environmental Health Partnership Council  

Many Organizations, One Voice 
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Audience & Goals 
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EH 
Organizations 

Local Elected 
Officials  

Sub Cabinet 
Level Officials 

Presidential 
Administration 
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Six Tenants of an Environmental Health System 
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EH 
System 

Integrated 
infrastructure to 
collect & track 

critical 
information  

Well-trained & 
highly skilled 

workforce 

Ample & 
sustainable 

funding from 
diverse sources 

Policy & programs 
are grounded in 
evidence-based 

research 

Cross-sectoral 
partnerships 

EH services are 
equitably 
accessible 
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10 Focus Areas 
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Vector Control  

Safe Drinking 
Water 

Clean Air Food safety 

Community 
Design 

Chemical 
Safety 

Healthy 
Housing Climate Effects 

Emergency 
Preparedness 

Environmental 
Equity 
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Demonstrating EH in Action 
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Zika Virus Outbreak 

Vector Control 

Housing 

Chemical 
Safety 

Flint Water Crisis 

Safe Drinking 
Water 

Lead Poisoning  

Hurricane Katrina/Super 
Storm Sandy 

Indoor Air 

Safe Water 

Mental Health 



Case Example 

Zika Virus Outbreak 
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Opportunities for Action 

1) Increase mosquito surveillance  

2) Instill confidence in the public  

3) Ensure a qualified environmental 
health workforce 



Case Example 

Flint Water Crisis 
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Opportunities for Action 

1) Stronger enforcement of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act’s Lead Copper 
Rule 

2) Improve surveillance capabilities to 
prevent, detect and monitor 
exposures 

3) Develop a federal interagency plan to 
eliminate lead exposure 



Case Example 

Hurricane Katrina and Super Storm Sandy 
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Opportunities for Action 

1) Promote clean air for all  

2) Improve surveillance capabilities to 
prevent, detect and monitor large-
scale exposures  

3) Ensure a qualified environmental 
health workforce 
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Opportunities for Action 
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• Enable federal, state, local and tribal 
governments to promote resilient, 
equitable and healthy communities for all 

Prevention 

• Build and support the governmental 
environmental health system Response 

• Strengthen environmental health 
protections and support peer-reviewed 
research 

Real-life 

Solutions 
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