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Bloomberg 
American Health 
Initiative 

• Honor of the school’s 
centennial 

• Full-tuition fellowships 

• Five focus areas including 
Environmental 

• Research 

• Impacting Policy & Practice 

For more information: Megan Latshaw at mlatshaw@jhu.edu 



Get Involved 

Follow the conversation on social 
media using the hashtags 
#EH4ALL 



Moderator 

Nonet Sykes 

Chief Equity & Inclusion Officer 
Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. 



What is Health Equity? 

 Means that everyone has a fair and just 

opportunity to be as healthy as possible 

 Requires removing obstacles such as 

poverty, discrimination, and lack of access 

to jobs with fair pay, quality education 

and housing, safe environments, and 

health care 

 Based on human rights principles 



Why are we concerned? 

 Moral concern for the health of others 

 16% of the total US budget spent on 

health care 

 Everyone deserves a fair chance to lead a 

healthy life 

 Health disparities are growing across the 

nation 

 Systemic barriers perpetuate health 

inequities 



Why Parks and 
Recreation 

As a Solution? 
 Provide access to parks and recreation facilities 

for over 80% of Americans 

 Facilitate opportunities to participate in active 

recreation (75% within two miles) 

 Provide crucial health and wellness 

opportunities for all populations in communities 

across the country 

 Affordable programming can lead to a more 

active and healthier America 
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