
2021 Policy Statement Gaps 
 
This list identifies gaps where APHA either does not have relevant policy statements or the existing 
policy statements are outdated. APHA aims to adopt policy statements with an evergreen approach, 
avoiding tying proposals to specific legislation or finite timeframes that could quickly outdate a policy 
statement.  Any APHA member or APHA component considering submitting a policy statement proposal 
is strongly encouraged to review this list and collaborate with other APHA components in developing 
proposals, so that new proposed policy statements fill identified gaps. 
 

• Update and expand current policy statements on firearm/gun violence prevention  into a single 
comprehensive policy statement (archived policy statements 9818 and policy statement 
200320)   

• Update public health impact of U.S. immigration policies and needed reforms (update and 
combine archived policy statements LB-10-02 and 200123) 

• Update U.S. food policy/Farm Bill/food insecurity programs (update policy statement 200712 or 
develop new proposals addressing key food policy issues) 

 
Policy statements identified for updating through archiving process  
 
As of 2019, all active policy statements 20 years or older will be automatically archived following the 
Annual Meeting and beginning in 2024 all active policy statements 10 years or older will be 
automatically archived following the Annual Meeting unless deemed current after a thorough review by 
the Science Board and approved to remain as active by the Governing Council (see Scenario 3 below). In 
order to remain active, the science, references and action steps in the policy statement must be current. 
 
The following policy statements will be automatically archived in 2021 and 2022. APHA members are 
asked to review the statements relevant to their constituencies and consider three potential options for 
each policy statement of interest:  

• Scenario 1: Allow the policy statement to be archived. Any policy statements that do not fall 
under scenario 2 or 3 will be automatically archived following the Annual Meeting. 

• Scenario 2: Update a policy statement scheduled for archiving. Policy statements submitted to 
update an existing policy statement scheduled to be archived will follow the regular policy 
statement development guidelines and process. Once archived, policy statements may still be 
updated at any time via the regular Policy Statement Development Process.  

• Scenario 3: Request to keep active a policy statement proposed for archiving. If an APHA 
member believes that a policy statement scheduled for archiving is still current, they can submit 
a special request to the Science Board via governance@apha.org for review of the science, 
references and action steps of the policy statement set to be archived. A rationale for keeping 
the policy statement active and removing it from the consent agenda for archiving must 
accompany the request. Request must be submitted by June 1 of the year when the policy 
statement is scheduled to be archiving. Further details on the archiving review process and 
Science Board review criteria can be found on pg. 10 of the Policy Statement Development 
Process guidelines 

https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/29/14/37/handgun-injury-reduction
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/24/17/55/support-renewal-with-strengthening-of-the-federal-assault-weapons-ban
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/24/17/55/support-renewal-with-strengthening-of-the-federal-assault-weapons-ban
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/30/13/53/public-health-impact-of-us-immigration-policy
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/50/protection-of-the-health-of-resident-immigrants-in-the-united-states
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/29/12/34/toward-a-healthy-sustainable-food-system
https://apha.org/-/media/files/pdf/policy/author_guidelines.ashx?la=en&hash=630F325DF031F1309D4E4AA79D9F970069AFBD88
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-statement-development-process/late-breakers
https://apha.org/-/media/files/pdf/policy/policy_statement_development_guidelines.ashx?la=en&hash=3B07E06DEED4886CC585B60A575BBB1C1A118491
mailto:governance@apha.org
https://apha.org/-/media/files/pdf/policy/policy_statement_development_guidelines.ashx?la=en&hash=3B07E06DEED4886CC585B60A575BBB1C1A118491
https://apha.org/-/media/files/pdf/policy/policy_statement_development_guidelines.ashx?la=en&hash=3B07E06DEED4886CC585B60A575BBB1C1A118491


# Title Update by 1 

20012 Reducing Maternal-Fetal HIV 
Transmission with Rapid HIV 
Tests 
 

2021 

20018 Establishment of a Medicare 
Prescription Drug Benefits 

2021 

200110 Support for National Nutrition 
Monitoring and Continuation 
of CSFII Food and Health 
Behavioral Data 
 

2021 

200125 Participation of Health 
Professionals in Capital 
Punishment 
 

2021 

200111 Support of the Labeling of 
Genetically Modified Foods 
 

2021 

 
200116 

 
Global Campaign to Eliminate 
Avoidable Blindness 
 

 
2021 

 
 
200117 

Research and Intervention on 
Racism as a Fundamental 
Cause of Ethnic Disparities in 
Health 
 
 

2021 

200126 Condemnation of 
Pharmaceutical Companies 
Retaliatory Tactics 
 

2021 

200119 Opposition to National Missile 
Defense and the Militarization 
of Space 
 

2021 

200122 Opposition to Coercion in 
Family Planning Decision 
Making 
 

2021 

200120 Support for Culturally and 
Linguistically Appropriate 
Services in Health and Mental 
Health Care 
 

2021 

200121 Threats to Global Health and 2021 

 
1 The proposed update must be submitted by the February proposed policy statement deadline in 2020 or 2021 
depending on when the policy statement is scheduled to be archiving  

https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/09/11/22/reducing-maternal-fetal-hiv-transmission-with-rapid-hiv-tests
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/28/13/29/establishment-of-a-medicare-prescription-drug-benefit
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/28/13/24/support-for-national-nutrition-monitoring-and-continuation
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/28/13/02/participation-of-health-professionals-in-capital-punishment
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/28/13/18/support-of-the-labeling-of-genetically-modified-foods
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/25/10/20/global-campaign-to-eliminate-avoidable-blindness
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/25/10/29/research-and-intervention-on-racism-as-a-fundamental-cause-of-ethnic-disparities-in-health
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/25/11/08/condemnation-of-pharmaceutical-companies-retaliatory-tactics
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/28/opposition-to-national-missile-defense-and-the-militarization-of-space
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/44/opposition-to-coercion-in-family-planning-decision-making
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/44/opposition-to-coercion-in-family-planning-decision-making
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/44/opposition-to-coercion-in-family-planning-decision-making
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/44/opposition-to-coercion-in-family-planning-decision-making
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/31/support-for-culturally-and-linguistically-appropriate-services-in-health-and-mental-health-care
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/31/support-for-culturally-and-linguistically-appropriate-services-in-health-and-mental-health-care
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/31/support-for-culturally-and-linguistically-appropriate-services-in-health-and-mental-health-care
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/31/support-for-culturally-and-linguistically-appropriate-services-in-health-and-mental-health-care
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/31/support-for-culturally-and-linguistically-appropriate-services-in-health-and-mental-health-care
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/15/38/threats-global-health-equity-general-agreement-trade-services-gats--free-trade-area-americas-ftaa
https://apha.org/-/media/files/pdf/policy/2020_policy_statement_calendar.ashx?la=en&hash=3E760568E0034A0EDDB60AC9B04ACC96DFADF206
https://apha.org/-/media/files/pdf/policy/2021_policy_statement_calendar.ashx?la=en&hash=2D5B539287C02F693B5C928BFCFFC8EB86CFFDAA


Equity: The General 
Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS), and the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA) 
 

200114 APHA Supports the Health and 
Human Services Blueprint for 
Action on Breastfeeding 

2021 

20013 APHA Resolution on 
Overweight in Childhood 
 

2021 

200116 Recognizing The Role Of 
Veterinarians In The Public 
Health Workforce 
 

2021 

200118 Support for Curricula in 
Firearm Related Violence 
Prevention 
 

2021 

200117 Support the Framework for 
Action on Oral Health in 
America: A Report of the 
Surgeon General 
 

2021 

20019 Protection of Child and 
Adolescent Workers 
 

2021 

200112 Discontinuing the Use of 
Fluoroquinolone Antibiotics in 
Agriculture 

2021 

20011 Improving Early Childhood 
Eyecare 
 

2021 

20014 Hospital Emergency 
Department Closures 
 

2021 

20013 Increasing Access to Out-of-
Hospital Maternity Care 
Services through State-
Regulated and Nationally-
Certified Direct-Entry 
Midwives 
 

2021 

20015 APHA Position Paper on the 
Health Status of American 
Indians and Alaska Natives 
 

2021 

20021 The Role of Genomics in Public 
Health  

2022 

https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/13/12/apha-supports-the-health-and-human-services-blueprint-for-action-on-breastfeeding
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/13/03/apha-resolution-on-overweight-in-childhood
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/13/30/recognizing-the-role-of-veterinarians-in-the-public-health-workforce
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/13/58/support-for-curricula-in-firearm-related-violence-prevention
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/13/35/support-the-framework-for-action-on-oral-health-in-america-a-report-of-the-surgeon-general
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/12/10/protection-of-child-and-adolescent-workers
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/15/12/41/discontinuing-the-use-of-fluoroquinolone-antibiotics-in-agriculture
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/09/10/58/improving-early-childhood-eyecare
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/09/11/39/hospital-emergency-department-closures
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/09/11/29/increasing-access-to-out-of-hospital-maternity-care-services-through-regulated-direct-entry-midwives
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/09/11/44/apha-position-paper-on-the-health-status-of-american-indians-and-alaska-natives
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/25/12/53/the-role-of-genomics-in-public-health


20022 Endorsing Caring for our 
Children National Health and 
Safety Performance Standards: 
Guidelines for Out of Home 
Child Care Programs 

2022 

20023 Support of Healthy Aging 
Through Health Promotion and 
Prevention of Disease and 
Injury 

2022 

20024 Reducing Sodium Content in 
the American Diet 

2022 

20025 Preserving Right to Know Info 
and Encouraging Hazard 
Reduction to Reduce Risk of 
Exposure to Toxic Substances 

2022 

20026 Access to Safe Drinking Water, 
Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Promotion in Developing 
Countries 

2022 

20027 Protecting the Health and 
Safety of Workers Who 
Respond to Disasters 

2022 

20028 Alert on the Use of Tobacco 
Settlement Funds (2002) 

2022 

20029 Promoting Evidence Based 
Smoking Cessation 
Interventions for Women 
Before, During, and After 
Pregnancy 

2022 

200210 Maternal and Child Health 
Data Capacity through the 
National Action Agenda 

2022 

200211 Opposing War in Central Asia 
and the Persian Gulf 

2022 

200212 Syringe Prescription to Reduce 
Disease Related to Injection 
Drug Use 

2022 

200213 Call for United States to 
Support of Strengthened 
Biological Weapons 
Convention 

2022 

 
 

https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/25/12/31/endorsing-caring-for-our-children-national-health-and-safety-performance-standards-guidelines
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/25/11/54/support-of-healthy-aging-through-health-promotion-and-prevention-of-disease-and-injury
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/25/11/31/reducing-sodium-content-in-the-american-diet
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/25/11/20/preserving-right-to-know-information-and-encouraging-hazard-reduction
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/10/16/32/access-to-safe-water-sanitation-and-hygiene-promotion-in-developing-countries
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/10/16/40/protecting-the-health-and-safety-of-workers-who-respond-to-disasters
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/10/16/47/alert-on-the-use-of-tobacco-settlement-funds-2002
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/10/16/52/promoting-evidence-based-smoking-cessation-interventions-for-women-before-during-and-after-pregnancy
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/30/13/16/maternal-and-child-health-mch-data-capacity-through-the-national-action-agenda
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/11/10/47/opposing-war-in-central-asia-and-the-persian-gulf
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/11/11/37/syringe-prescription-to-reduce-disease-related-to-injection-drug-use
https://apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-database/2014/07/25/11/03/call-for-united-states-to-support-a-strengthened-biological-weapons-convention

