ORGANIZACION EN CALIFORNIA

DE LIDERES CAMPESINAS

Oxnard, California

MISSION

To strengthen the leadership of farmworker women and
girls so that together, they become the bridge that reaches
the social, economic and political changes that ensure their

human rights. The organization is dedicated to leadership
development, outreach and education and technical
assistance in issues directly affecting California farmworker
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An estimated 20,000 of these farmworkers are Mixtecs,

immigrants from an Indigenous
group from Oaxaca, Mexico.
Mixtecs, many of whom speak
only their native language of
Mixteco, are often relegated to the
most labor-intensive and lowest
paid agricultural jobs.
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farmworkers worked in
Ventura County. This same year,
female farmworkers faced
sexual harassment at a rate 6
times that of men and earned
$10,000 less annually than their
male counterparts, according to
the Central Coast Alliance United
for a Sustainable Economy®.

ers in Oxnard were greatly impacted by smoke from the
Thomas Fire, the largest fire in the state’s history at that
time. As public health officials told people to stay inside,
many farm supervisors made workers work faster to
save strawberries from smoke and ash, failing to provide
them with protective masks. In summer 2020, during
California’s worst wildfire season in modern history
when over 4.2 million acres burned across the state,
Ventura County farmworkers were required to work
through the smoke, ash, heat and ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.

Continual summer exposure to particulate matter less
than 2.5 microns in diameter (PM2.5) from wildfire
smoke is especially concerning considering the associa-
tion between this exposure and increased cardiovascular
and respiratory morbidity and mortality.! While Cali-
fornia now has leading wildfire work safety laws, many
local frontline groups who advocated for these laws are
still filling the gaps as state officials rarely travel to rural
areas to enforce regulations and few resources are set
aside for this oversight.

The same problems affect the enforcement of Califor-
nia’s leading heat laws. Ventura County’s diverse geog-
raphy, rapid urbanization, and growing agricultural and
industrial sectors have resulted in the largest increase

in heat (+2.6°F) between 1895 and 2018 of any county
in the contiguous United States. Ventura County’s
expected increase in extreme heat days in the coming
years presents a massive threat to farmworkers, who die
from heat-related causes at 20 times the rate of all other
occupations.® Some of the additional protective clothing

worn to protect against the sun or pesticides can even further increase the impacts of these temperatures. With

the expected increase in high heat days, pesticide use is also expected to increase as higher application rates are

required due to chemical volatilization and pest population changes. Heat stress conditions may also increase

farmworkers’ physiological susceptibility to pesticide poisoning. A 2017 California Department of Pesticide

Regulation report found that 323 farmworkers were sickened by agricultural pesticides that year, a worrying
139% increase from 2016.3
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Additional environmental and social inequities impact farmworker health. The Healthy Places Index, for exam-
ple, shows that census tracts where a large percentage of farmworkers live in South and East Oxnard have some
of the highest particulate matter diesel emissions in the state. These areas also have some of the worst mental
health, infant birth weights and asthma rates. Access to goods and services like health care, supermarkets and
transportation are also extremely low.

GRANT PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

®m Implementing the Farmworker-led Response to Emergencies
through Simple Audio-based Systems (FRESAS) project to create
a linguistically and culturally accessible emergency public health
response system for Ventura County farmworkers to address in-
stitutional inequities that impact downstream disease, injury and
mortality rates

» Increasing the number of subscribers to this system

» Developing audios and videos about alert systems in different
languages to reach a wider range of community members
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This project is supported by cooperative agreement U380T000294 between the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the American Public Health Association. The
contents of this document are solely the responsibility of the National Environmental Partnership Council and do not necessarily represent the official views of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention or the American Public Health Association.
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